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Governor Crist
Congratulates His
Home Town Paper

ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA

FABOM Dialogs With
Sink, Crist, Carroll And
Hears Positions On
Amendments 5 & 6

SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

Gov. Charlie Crist meets with Dianne Speights, The Weekly
Challenger’s Publisher and General Manager

Publisher’s Note: During
the meeting of the FABOM on
last Saturday, Governor Crist
acknowledged The Weekly
C h a l l e n g e r ’s 4 3 - y e a r s
o f providing a strong consistent voice and a viable presence
in the media that has greatly
influenced our lives while
addressing specific concerns
facing African-Americans in
Pinellas county.
BY JEANIE BLUE
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

ST. PETERSBURG - Can
The Weekly Challenger remain
viable in this age of advanced
t e c h nology including the
internet's blogging, Tweeting and
Facebooking? Considering its
long staying power, The Weekly

Challenger has provided 43-years
of publishing news and events
while preserving these stories in
print. Now, due to the advent of
the internet, many readers use
their electronic devices to get the
news and respond by blogging,
Tweeting or Facebooking to
many others in the network.
"It (Challenger) is relevant
because everything on-line
appears to devalue the printed
press and takes away from the
literary abilities of readers," said
Shanoah Washington. Washington
is the 2010 Youth of the Year for
the Royal Theater's Boys & Girls
Clubs of the Suncoast. She
further congratulated The Weekly
Challenger for achieving such a
worthy goal.

CHALLENGER
continued on pg. 4

TAMPA - As apart of their
annual meeting the Florida
Association of Black Owned
Media, Inc. (FABOM) began it’s
day of business and candidate
queries and issues with a breakfast
wi t h Al ex S i n k , F l o ri d a’s
Dem o crat i c can d i d at e fo r
Governor. FABOM is Florida’s
only organization representing
established African-American
owned media.
Sink: “I can’t win without the
black vote”.
Sink outlined a detailed
Education Policy Plan with
specifics that address the alarmingly low black male graduation rates,
the negative impact of the FCAT
on grade school performance, PreK investment, upgrading public
school curriculum and technical
schools as a continuing education
option for students interested in
education alternatives. Sink made
clear that she understood the
importance of education as the
vehicle that breaks down barriers
to progress. She said it is “my
priority,” pointing to her 27-page
plan that includes many education
issues of particular importance to
black Floridians. A particular

Photographs courtesy of F M Powell

L-R: Gayle Andrews, Andrews Plus; Johnny Hunter, Tempo News; Dianne Speights,
The Weekly Challenger; James Madison, The Florida Sun; Kay Andrews, Florida Sentinel
Bulletin; Alex Sink for candidate for Govenor; Bobby Henry, West Side Gazette; Jacqueline
Miles, The Pensacola Voice; Kevin T. Collins, The Orlando Times; Dr. Linda Fortenberry, Capital
Outlook; Frank M. Powell III and Clara McLaughlin, The Florida Star and The Georgia Star

concern of the organization was the
high dropout rate of black males.
Sink said her task force will
address those concerns along with
other important education issues.
Sink also said she intends to restore
the Small and Minority Business
initiatives and the Matchmaker
program. She also confirmed plans
to appoint a black to the Parole and
Probation Commission.

Crist: “I’m running with hope
instead of hate. I’m the Happy
Warrior.”
Governor Charlie Crist and his
wife Carole paid a surprise visit to
t h e FA B O M , w h e r e C r i s t
discussed his civil rights record that
includes his passage of landmark
legislation and the prosecution and
shutdown of a racist hotel owner in
Perry, FL while he was Attorney

General. Crist, who is running for
the US Senate, said that while he
has the advantage as an
Independent to reach across the
aisle to both parties, he’s not afraid
to do the right thing. He proved
that during the last legislative
session when he vetoed Senate
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BY BENJAMIN TODD
JEALOUS
NAACP PRESIDENT
AND CEO

We are living through a very
particular moment in American
history, one where diversity is
increasing, with prosperity
decreasing. Barring great social
movement, this is a formula for
a battleground.
S i n ce t h e d awn o f t h e
nation’s worst economic crisis
since the 1930’s, progress has
been made. We have expanded
healthcare coverage to tens of
millions of Americans, cut sentencing disparities between
crack and powder cocaine by
more than 80 percent, and saved
more than 150,000 teachers’
jobs.
Yet, what was a recession
for most Americans remains a

depression for too many. Black
American unemployment is
nearly twice that of whites.
Eight million jobs have been
lost and more than 2.5 million
Americans have lost their
homes, with millions more in
danger of foreclosure. Schools
are closing at unprecedented
rates, while Americans are
being imprisoned at alarming
rates. In each case, people of
color suffer more.
A strong workforce is the
answer to this economic crisis.
Families with jobs spend money
and as consumers, their buying
power increases, allowing businesses to expand and hire more
employees. Rather than a trickledown economy, where the rich
get richer, we need to create

DREAM

continued on pg. 9

Ben Jealous, NAACP President and CEO
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COMMUNITY NEWS

The Weekly Challenger Newspaper
We Value Diversity. We Value Education. We Value History.

• A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages —
be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
• To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.
• To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no
real foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
• To know the events of our past (can help us) to know what future events can be.
• The Weekly Challenger is committed to featuring articles of all ethnic cultures for
the reading enjoyment of both the young and old generations.

OPINION
Maxine, Maxine,
You Are Our Queen

BY JULIANNE
MALVEAUX
NNPA
COLUMNIST

For as long as I have known
her, Congresswoman Maxine
Waters has been one of my
sheroes, a sister I love, admire,
and emulate. When she was in
the California state legislature,
she was a relentless advocate
for the least and the left out, and
distinguished
herself
by
divesting California state funds
from companies doing business
with South Africa in 1986. She
was a loyal champion of Rev.
Jesse Jackson’s presidential
campaign in 1984 and in 1988,
and a whirlwind force for social
and economic justice in
California.
When she transitioned to
Congress, it was extraordinarily
clear that she would continue
her work to ensure that
corporate
forces
would
consider
the
people.
I
remember her insistent voice on
the savings and loan crisis in
the early 1990s. She was one of
the more powerful forces in
insisting that the little people
not bear the burden of that
debacle. Even more so, she has
always been focused on
including minority and women
businesses in government contracting, whether it means
cleaning up the S&L mess, or
the current banking madness.
She has, indeed, introduced legislation to ensure that new
banking regulations include
minority and women’s business
participation.
Why is she in trouble for
doing what she does best, for
advocating for minority businesses that suffer more than
others in the middle of crisis?

The House Ethics Committee
says she crossed a line, perhaps
advocating for a black-owned
bank of which her husband,
Sidney Williams, was once a
trustee. She says she asked
former Treasury Secretary
Henry Paulson for a meeting to
deal with all of the minority
owned banks imperiled by the
financial crisis, and that the
bank her husband had an
interest in, OneUnited Bank
was just one of the 103
members of the National
Bankers Association. When she
asked for the meeting there was
no bank bailout program, just
an interest among minority
banks to deal with ways they
could maintain their businesses
when the economy was melting
down. From where I sit,
Congresswoman Waters did the
right thing. The real question is
why her attempt to provide
access to minority owned banks
becomes an issue of ethics.
As the Congresswoman
said in an August 19 press conference, the question is not why
she called Treasury Secretary
Paulson, but why she had to. In
other words, the National
Bankers Association could not
get a meeting because Paulson
did not find them sufficiently
important. He could not turn a
member of Congress down, but
he could turn a bunch of
Bankers
down.
Is
Congresswoman
Maxine
Waters being punished because
she had the temerity to grant
access to those who lacked it?
Is she being punished because
she chose to do her job? If she
were a go along to get along
and shuffle along black woman,
would she be called out by the
House Ethics Committee?
Were her commitment to

fairness more muted and more
cooperative. Would anybody
question her ethics?
Had Maxine Waters never
challenged the powers that be,
her request that the National
Bankers Association have a
meeting
with
Treasury
Secretary Paulson might be
considered unusual. Because
she has been an activist, her call
to Paulson must be taken in
context. I would expect nothing
less of her and would, indeed,
have been disappointed had she
been silent. So where is the
ethics violation?
Congresswoman
Waters
has had the amazing grace to
say that she will not deal with
the issue of race bias in this
matter. I have not been blessed
with as much grace. This stinks
to high heaven of racial bias, of
a way of punishing a powerful
Africanand
proactive
American woman who is doing
nothing more than supporting
her community. If anybody
should be investigated for an
ethics violation, it ought to be
the Treasury officials who
ignored the call from the
National Bankers Association.
However, the congresswoman may be right. There
may be no racism involved in
the ethics probe. Perhaps a
group of painfully average
human beings are the hammer
trying to beat down a nail that
stands up on the plank.
Because face it, folks,
Congresswoman stands up and
stands out. She is a star, an
advocate, a leader, a winner, a
champion for social and
economic justice, our queen.
Whether we are her constituent
or not, we are enhanced by her
presence in Congress.
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Midtown Through Our Eyes

ST. PETERSBURG - At
more than 30 summer field
trips, Melrose Elementary and
John Hopkins Middle School
students scribbled notes and
took photographs as they
explored art studios, neighborhoods and businesses in the
Midtown area, and experienced
the ways the community is
healing after the shooting of 8year-old, Paris Whitehead
Hamilton. The result: 44
energized student journalists.
100 photos. One magazine.
Countless eye-opening experiences depicted on paper.
The public is invited to meet
the journalists and see their
work during opening night, Oct.
1, of a week-long exhibit
entitled "Midtown Through Our
Eyes" at Studio @ 620, 620
First Ave. S., St. Petersburg. All
the students who participated in
the project attend schools in the
Midtown area. Many of them

live there. However, none of
them have ever experienced
Midtown in quite the same way.
Besides the field trips, the
students interviewed long-time
residents who gave them a sense
of the area’s history. They also
questioned public officials,
business leaders and community
activists who arrived at the camp
for morning press conferences.
Students used words like
“fun,” “better than anything
else,” and “a great experience”
to describe their journalistic
journey. John Hopkins sixthgrader and photojournalist,
Austin Brahm, said: “My
favorite thing was taking photos
and going on field trips. When
you take photos, you can do
whatever you want. You can
show off your imagination.”
The exhibit runs through Oct. 8
and includes a student Midtown
poetry evening performance on
Oct. 5 a n d O c t . 7 , a n d

Ta s t e o f M i d t o w n , a
s a m p l i n g o f Midtown foods
on the evening of Oct. 8.
The summer journalism
camp was funded by Eckerd
College and Pinellas County
Sc h o o l s . T h e c a m p i s a n
ou t g r o w t h o f a j o u r n a l i s m
program that started at Melrose
Elementary, expanded to John
Hopkins Middle School and
debuted last year at Lakewood
High School. In each school,
students produce a newspaper
several times a year. Melrose
Elementary’s Manatee Messenger
and John Hopkins’ JHOP Times
have won national awards,
while Lakewood’s SNN won
more than 20 state awards in its
first year of publication.
For more information,
contact Cynda Mort, journalism
program coordinator, 727-4307773 or Jaye Ann Terry,
program development, 727638-2293.

Why Are Children
Unprepared For School?

Should day care providers
be state certified? Should day
care provide curriculum? What
role do schools and colleges
have in Pre-K – 16 education?
Should day care curriculum be
state evaluated?
Come and let your voice be

heard for this important discussion. The children of Pinellas
County deserve no less than our
full support before and during
their educational journey.
This discussion will be held
Wednesday, Oct. 6 at the Enoch
Presenters
Davis
Center.

include Dr. James McHale,
University of South Florida, St.
Petersburg and Gail Ramsdell,
Pinellas School Board – Early
Childhood Learning.
The COQEBS Organization
is co-chaired by Watson Haynes
and Vyrle Davis.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Boys & Girls Club
Of The Suncoast
CEO To Retire

CLEARWATER - After 35
years of service in the Boys &
Girls Clubs Movement, Carl R.
Lavender, Jr., President and CEO
of Boys & Girls Clubs of the
Suncoast, has announced his
retirement. Lavender came to
Pinellas County to lead the Boys
& Girls Clubs of the Suncoast in
October 1999. The Corporate
Board for Boys & Girls Clubs of
the Suncoast has initiated a structured search process in order to
find a qualified person to serve as
the next president and CEO.
Lavender will be a key member
of our transition team until he
officially retires on February 1,
2011.
Boys & Girls Clubs of the
Suncoast, a non-profit organization serving the youth and
families of Pinellas County, has
only had two presidents in its 50
year history. Nelson Perri served
for almost 40 years, establishing
the Club in Pinellas County, and
Carl Lavender for the past 10
years.
Sheriff Jim Coats, a longstanding Corporate Board
Member, said “I have been privileged to work with Carl for the
past 10 years as he has transformed our Clubs from a more
traditional ‘Club’culture to a multifaceted service organization,
providing the youth of Pinellas
County facilities and programs in
the arts, sports, education and
leadership development. This is
crime prevention at its best!
During the last 10 years,

Lavender has grown the Boys &
Girls Clubs of the Suncoast
organization from $300K to
$2.3M, from three facilities to
eleven clubs, and from serving
500 youth each year to over 5500
club members annually.
Lavender’s tenure will also
be credited for the opening of the
Royal Theater Arts Academy
Boys & Girls Club in mid-town
St. Petersburg. This was the first
Boys & Girls Club designated
strictly to the arts, gaining
national praise and attention. He
also championed the first Boys &
Girls Club serving special needs
children located on the PARC
campus. Another first for Boys &
Girls Clubs is our Club at Chi Chi
Rodriguez Academy & Golf
Course.
Lavender began his career in
Columbus, Ohio, where he
served for almost 10 years before
being promoted and moving to
Chicago, IL where he continued
for 15 ye ars. In C h i cag o ,
Lavender was responsible for
opening the James Jordan Boys
& Girls Club, the first club named
after basketball legend Michael
Jordan’s family. He again was
promoted and took over the leadership in Pinellas County in 1999.
The Boys & Girls Clubs
Annual Gala to be held on
January 29, 2011 at the Sirata
Beach Resort, will include a
formal celebration and recognition of Lavender’s ten years of
service to the youth of Pinellas
County.

CHALLENGER

Fire Prevention
Block Party

ST. PETERSBURG - St.
Petersburg Fire and Rescue
cel eb rat es Nat i o n al F i re
Prevention Week 2010 with a
variety of family-oriented
events — fire station open
houses, elementary school fire
drills, the annual Block Party
in October and a focus on the
importance of smoke alarms.
This year the National
Fire Protection Association
message, "Smoke Alarms: A
Sound You Can Live With!"
will be spread throughout
communities to better educate
the public about recommendations for smoke alarms and the
steps residents can take to best
protect their homes and loved
ones.
Statistics show that, while
working smoke alarms cut the
chance of dying in a fire nearly
in half, roughly two-thirds of
all home fire deaths result
from fires in a home with no
smoke alarms or without a
working smoke alarm.
The St. Petersburg Fire &
Rescue campaign kicks off on
Saturday, Oct. 2, with an open

continued from front page

house at each St. Petersburg
Fire Station, from 10 a.m. until
noon. And, as part of Fire
Prevention Week, SPF&R will
conduct fire drills at element ary s c h o o l s c i t y w i d e i n
October.
Fire Prevention fun and
educational activities will
continue through Saturday,
Oct. 9 with the 21st Annual
Fire Prevention Block Party in
waterfront Vinoy Park, 701
North Shore Drive N.E.,
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Admission is
free. The public can stroll
through Safety Village where
parents and children can learn
about how to keep loved ones
safe and sound. This year's
Block Party also features fire
trucks and vehicles on display,
inflatable games, fire and
rescue demonstrations, a helicopter landing courtesy of
Bayflite, K-9 demonstrations,
free food and drinks, and
more.
Call St. Petersburg Fire
and
Rescue
Prevention
Division, 727-893-7218, for
more information.

WE WELCOME
YOUR LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR

"Considering I'm only 17, I
have been reading The Weekly
Challenger for about three years
now and I'm very excited about a
black newspaper celebrating lots of
years of getting our news out in the
community," said Washington.

what was lost or just risk losing
everything permanently.
The Weekly Challenger can be
read on-line, but the printed copy is
always available in case something
happens to the electronic copy.
"You have to roll with the times
because the technology is where the
kids access most of their information," said Lisa Bauford, Youth
Development worker with the City
of St. Petersburg.
"The kids get on the computer
before they pick-up a paper to read.
The Challenger may want to look
into creating a Facebook page to
attract younger readers."

Shanoah Washington

Washington added that she
would like to see schools adopt a
literary program that includes
reading The Weekly Challenger
everyday, in English classes
especially, then have students
summarize that article, which
would help improve their literary
skills.
Although the printed press
provides the reader with information, it also provides the reader a
chance to learn grammar, punctuation and composition skills. What
many users write on the internet to
blog, Tweet and Facebook includes
abbreviations and a certain type of
language to communicate information. This type of technology is not
concerned with effective communication skills because it maybe here
today and gone tomorrow. If the
computer crashes, the user must
have the information backed up on
a CD or DVD in order to retrieve

Lisa Bauford

Bauford adds that The Weekly
Challenger is still relevant and
expresses praise for the coverage
printed in the paper regarding
young people and their accomplishments. She suggests that a street
team be established to promote The
Weekly Challenger and children's
organizations and centers network
to make sure the paper is always
available to program participants.
The Weekly Challenger must
remain viable even in this age of
advanced technology because of its
unique coverage of news, current
events and the specific market it
targets to inform and educate.
Photographs courtesy of Jeanie Blue

Manatee County Rural Health Services, Inc.
new 2318 Manatee Avenue Center
INVITATION TO BID: Sealed proposals (five (5) copies) will be received at Manatee County Rural Health Services,
Inc., located at 12271 US Highway 301 North, Parrish, Florida, 34219, until 11:30 a.m., October 6th, 2010 for A PROPOSED BUILDING FOR 2318 Manatee Avenue Center for Manatee County Rural Health Services (MCRHS) in accordance with the Drawings and Specifications as prepared by Jerry N. Zoller AIA, P.A., Architect/Planner. The address
on the proposal envelope shall be:
Edgar H. Price Family Healthcare Center - Parrish Administration Building
REFERENCE: 2318 Manatee Avenue Center
ATTN: Chris Mullinex, Director of Facilities
12271 US Highway 301 North
Parrish, FL 34219
Proposals will be publicly opened and read aloud at 2:00 p.m. at the Manatee County Rural Health Services – East
Manatee Healthcare Center, Meeting Room, 1312 Manatee Avenue East, Bradenton, Florida 34208.
SCOPE OF WORK: The work consists of furnishing all labor, materials, services, equipment and appliances required
for the fabrication, delivery and erection of all items of work.
DRAWINGS AND SPECIFICATIONS: Prints and/or compact disc containing PDF files of all Drawings, Specifications
and Contract Documents may be purchased from Jeffcoat Blueprint at 1325 14th Street West, Bradenton, Florida
34205. (941) 747-6499. All related documents are filed under the name “Manatee County Rural Health Services project 2318 Manatee Avenue Center”. The full RFP document may be obtained from the offices of Chris Mullinex,
Director of Facilities, MCRHS as listed above, or by e-mail at 2318Project@mcrhs.org.
PRE-BID CONFERENCE: A Mandatory pre-bid conference will be held at the project site at 2318 Manatee Avenue
West, Bradenton FL, 32405, 10:00 a.m. on September 23, 2010.
DBE AND W/MBE MINORITY PARTICIPATION: There is a minimum requirement of 15% DBE on this project and a
W/MBE requirement as contained in FS 287. Links for minority subs lists are:
State of Florida http://dms.myflorida.com/other_programs/office_of_supplier_diversity_osd/
City of Tampa www.tampagov.net/mdb
FLUCP (Florida Unified Certification Program) www.bioincwebapps.com/biznetflorida/
Hillsborough County www.hillsboroughcounty.org go to online services, then to minority directory

DIMMITT LUXURY PREOWNED

2001 Mitsubishi
Eclipse Spyder GT
White/Blk, Auto,
Leather, 47K mi.

$9,995

2006 Ford Freestyle
Limited V6 Burg/Gray,
Leather, Alloys, 3rd row,
41K mi.

$16,995

2007 Cadillac CTS
V6, Auto, Leather, Low
Miles, 6 in stock,
from

$19,995

2006 Lexus RX330

Beige/Tan, Leather,
Sunroof, Alloys, 43K mi.
Like New.

$23,995

2003 Cadillac
CTS

2002 Chrysler
Sebring

White/Tan, Auto,
Leather, Alloys, 43K mi.

Limited Beige/Tan, Leather,
Chrome wheels, 55K mi.

$13,995

$10,995

2008 Mazda Miata
MX-5 GT

2005 Cadillas CTS

Blue/Tan, Auto, Leather,
18” Wheels, Spoiler,
49K mi.

White/Saddle, Auto, Leather,
17” Wheels, Padle Shift, 49K

$17,995

$16,995

2007 Chevy
Equinox LS

2004 Cadillac
CTS

Burg/ Gray, Auto, Full
Power, Alloy Wheels,
30K mi.

Silver/Gray, V-6, Auto,
Alloys, Leather, 50K mi.

2010 Chevy
Malibu LT

2009 Nissan
Cube Krome

$15,995

$15,995

Beige/Tan, Auto,
Full Power, Chrome
Wheels, 16K mi.

Auto, Full Power, Rockford
Fosgate Stereo, 4,817 miles

$17,995

$18,995

2007 Chevy
Silverado LT1500

2008 Ford Mustang
GT Coupe

2007 Cadillac SRX

2007 Toyota Sequoia

$19,995

$21,995

$22,995

$23,995

Extended cab 4x4, V8,
Chrome wheels, sliding rear
window, 34K mi.

2007 SAAB 9.3
Areo Conv.

Smoke/Gray, Auto, Chrome
Wheels, 38K mi. cert.

$24,995

Red/Blk, Auto, Leather,
Chrome Wheels, 18K mi.

DIMMITT

Paint Seal, Interior Leather Protection & Carpet

Call Mike Hughes

727-450-7446

2008 Volvo V-70

2008 Cadillac CTS

$24,995

$28,995

Wagon, 3.2 Beige/Tan,
Leather, Alloys, Auto, 40K
mi. Like New.

FREE Environmental Package
with Pre-Owned Purchase $399 Value!

V-6 Auto, Leather,
Alloys, 3 in stock,
Cert from

Beige/Tan, Leather,
Sunroof, 20” Wheels,
NAVI, Cert.

2 WD, V8, SR5,
Silver/Gray, 3rd Row
43K mi.

2008 Cadillac DTS

Performance Luxury,
Sunoof, NAVI, 20” Chrome
Wheels 35K mi. cert.

$35,995

Certified Pre-Owned Cadillac Advantage:

6-yr./100K MI. Limited Warranty Coverage • Meets Mechanical &
Appearance Cert. Standards • All Applicable Cadillac Ownr Privileges

25191 US 19 North • Clearwater
www.Dimmitt.com
Hours of Operation: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Sat. 9:00 a.m. - 5 p.m.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Competition Recognizes Communities
Taking Action To Help Young People

ST. PETERSBURG - The
efforts of St. Petersburg civic and
community leaders were honored
this week when America’s
Promise Alliance (the Alliance),
the nation’s largest partnership
organization dedicated to youth
and children, announced the city
had been named a winner of the
Alliance’s 100 Best Communities
for Young People (100 Best)
competition presented by ING,
a global financial services
company and leading provider of
retirement plans and programs
for teachers. Its 2010 recognition
marks the fourth win for St.
Petersburg in the competition.
The 100 Best designation
recognizes those communities
that make youth a priority by
implementing programs that help
keep children in school and
prepare them for college and the
21st century workforce. The
competition is open to all communities that make children and
youth a priority, including small
towns, large cities, counties and
school districts. In addition to
enhancing local educational
opportunities, most winning
communities have taken steps to
facilitate improved access to
health care for its young people,
encourage youth civic engagement and supply developmental
resources that create better places
for young people to live and
grow. The entire 2010 list of 100
Best Communities for Young
People and their accomplishments can be found at
www.americaspromise.org/100Best.
“Through its innovative and
far-reaching programs, St.
Petersburg is taking bold and
effective steps to help their young
p e o p le gr aduate a nd le ad
healthy, productive lives,” said
Marguerite W. Kondracke,
America’s Promise Alliance

president and CEO. “St.
Petersburg serves as an example
to inspire and educate other communities across the nation to
tackle the challenges facing their
city and c hil d ren , an d t o
implement initiatives that give
them the essential resources they
need to succeed in life.”
St. Petersburg was named
one of the nation’s 100 Best
because of its commitment to the
success and development of the
city’s most vulnerable young
people. The entire community
has awakened to the importance
of supporting at-risk youth,
banding together to provide firstrate mentor programs, servicelearning initiatives, and parental
involvement activities. The
Ma yor ’s Me n t o rs & M o re
program is one example of the St.
Petersburg community reaching
out to students needing support.
Through this program, the
City of St. Petersburg School
Programs Department facilitated
the recruitment and training of
more than 1,200 city employees
and community members to
mentor the area’s most needy
students. Sin ce 2 0 0 1 , S t .
Petersburg and the Pinellas
Education Foundation raised $10
million to purchase college scholarships for 1,050 low-income
students.
Parental involvement is
viewed as a key to success in
St. Petersburg. Area parents have
the opportuni t y t o acces s
pcsPORTAL, an innovative
online system that allows parents
to monitor th ei r s t u d en t ’s
progress by accessing homework
and due date information.
pcsPORTAL also serves as a
conduit between parents and
teachers. In the system, parents
can submit inquiries and teachers
are required to respond, creating

valuable parent-teacher relations h i p s . C o n n ect i o n t o t h e
community is also a priority in St.
Petersburg, with several service
opportunities available to young
people. Teen Arts, Sports and
Cultural Organization (TASCO),
for example, invites young
people in St. Petersburg to
perform a yearly “Scrubbin da
Burg,” where teens plant trees,
clean yards and beautify neighborhoods and schools across the
community.
“We are thrilled to be chosen
as one of the 31 four-time
wi n n ers o f 1 0 0 B es t ! B y
providing meaningful support
and opportunities for our
st u d en t s , t h e C i t y o f S t .
Petersburg continues to make
youth and education one of its top
priorities,” said Mayor Bill
Foster.
On September 21, 2010, St.
Petersburg and the other winners
spanning 37 states were recognized at a ceremony in front of the
Washington Monument on the
National Mall in Washington,
D.C. Each of the winning communities was formally recognized with a designation on a map
of the U.S., illustrating the
geographic and demographic
diversity of the winning 100 communities. In addition to the 100
Best distinction, St. Petersburg
and the other top communities
will receive two road signs identifying the city as one of 100 Best,
as well as a trophy to be presented
to local officials later this year.
Alliance Chair Alma Powell
and President and CEO
Marguerite W. Kondracke
revealed the list of winners during
the national celebration. They
were joined by Rhonda Mims,
president of the ING Foundation
and senior vice president,
ING’s Office of Corporate

Responsibility and Multicultural
Affairs and Twilight’s Kellan
Lutz, who both share a passion
for the development of young
people.
“I N G i s c o m m i t t e d t o
children’s education and to the
advancement of education initiatives that prepare them for successful futures,” said Mims. “Our
support for 100 Best demonstrates our goal of honoring communities like St. Petersburg that
produce real, measurable results
for improving the lives of young
people.”
The competition is one
element of the Alliance’s Grad
Nation campaign, a 10-year initiative to mobilize all Americans
to take action in their communities to end the high school
dropout crisis and prepare young
people for college and the 21st
century workforce. More than
7,000 students drop out each
school day in the U.S., resulting
in 1.3 million young people a
year. To help decrease these
numbers, the Alliance is more
committed than ever to recognizing communities - regardless of
size, location or history - that are
taking real action to help more
young people stay in school and
graduate on time.
“100 Best is an essential
building block of an inspiring
national movement that gives
everyone a chance to ensure
every young person graduates,”
said Powell. “These winning
communities refuse to let the
challenges they face be the
determining factor in the lives
of their children and youth.
Instead, they are helping to
build an infrastructure
producing assertive, successful
and dynamic young people that
are the future of this country.

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
Courtesy of

Friday through Sunday, Oct. 1-3 - St. Pete Folkfest,
Central Ave. between 11th and 13th St. Folk Art and music
festival. Visit www.creativeclay.org, www.folkfeststpete.org
or call 727-825-0515. Entrance at 13th St. and Central Ave.
Free parking available at Tropicana Field Lot 6. Creative
Clay Promises the most entertaining Folkfest St. Pete yet!
The annual three-day street festival combines more than
40 artists, 15 bands and innovative family fun.
Saturday and Sunday, Oct. 2-3 - IronKids Triathlon. Elva
Rouse Park, North Shore Pool. Sat. Expo 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.,
IronKids race packet pick up and expo and Sun. IronKids
Qualifiers and Championship races begin at 7 a.m. Visit
www.ironkids.com or call 813-868-5940. The mission of
IronKids is to inspire and motivate youth through the sport
to lead an active, positive and healthy lifestyle.

Saturday, Oct. 2 - Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure.
Vinoy Park 700 Bayshore Drive NE 7 a.m. 10K/5K/ 10 a.m.
1Mile/Fun Run. Visit www.komensuncoast.org, call 727823-0728 or 877-506-6972.
Saturday, Oct. 2 - TASCO Center Based Teen Programs /
8th Annual BBQ Cook-off. Crescent Lake Park, 1320 5th
St. N. Community Yard Sale: 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. BBQ Cookoff from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Chicken, wings, burgers and ribs
for sale. Free admission includes: arts & crafts, music, face
painting and inflatable games. Food tickets and activity
bracelets sold separately. Proceeds benefit TASCO Teen
Councils. For more information, call 893-7813.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Skin care packed with multiple
benefits. Special offers you
don’t want to miss. Free
samples so you can try before
you buy. Free makeovers
and expert tips. Shop at your
convenience with my personal
delivery. No crowds. No parking hassles.
No drain on your gas tank. What better way to get
all your skin care and makeup! Contact me today!
Call Dianne Speights, Independent Sales Director

727-403-0144 or 727-866-6621

START YOUR OWN BUSINESS!
LET ME SHOW YOU HOW!
VERY LOW START UP COST!
NO employees • NO collections • NO inventory
NO quotas • NO income limits

R. Jonathan Davis, Business Owner
Email: rjdavis14@yahoo.com
Phone: 727-460-7155

Or simply shop here, save and get cash back …
SaveStar7.com

CALVARY CATHOLIC
C EMETERY
Burial Spaces Pre-Need $990.00
Cremation Niches $990.00 Complete
Interest Free Financing

727-572-4355
5233 118th Ave. N., Clearwater

NEW LOCATION

4940 Central Ave., St. Petersburg

727-321-6600
DR. DEBORAH FLANAGAN &
DR. CHRISTINE MANZELLA
Board Certified Optometric Physicians

FOR A LIMITED TIME!
15% OFF ONE SERVICE OR
PRODUCT WITH THIS AD
OR REGISTER FOR A DRAWING FOR ONE PAIR OF
DESIGNER SUNGLASSES!

Church Law Seminar “Where the Church & Law Come Together”

Rubin

Matthew 7:24

and Associates Law Firm, P.A.
4399 35th St. No., Suite 3P, St. Petersburg, FL 33701
www.rubinslaw.com / www.churchlaw@seminars.com
Phone: 727-512-8261 • krubin@rubinslaw.com

Senior Attorney
Karmika V. Rubin, Esq.

YOU DON’T
HAVE TO
BE A HERO
TO BE A

HERO
WE PAY CASH FOR JUNK CARS!
We buy cars, trucks and vans.

The following job is currently available:

• Assistant Program Director, TRIO Student
Support Services #17640
• Advisor, TRIO Student Support Services #17641
• Staff Assistant, TRIO Student Support
Services #17639
• Enrollment Management Specialist #11581
For information regarding the required qualifications, please go to

Bad engine, bad transmission, wrecks, blown heads.

We pay CASH on the spot with FREE pick up.
Call LB 727-253-7068

CLASSIFIED

employment.usf.edu/applicants/Central?quickFind=51962
or visit the USFSP Human Resources Office at
140 Seventh Avenue S., BAY 206, St. Petersburg, FL.
USFSP is an EO/Equal Access Institution.
Welcoming…Diverse…Inclusive

WWW .T HE WEEKLY CHALLENGER .COM

C E L E B R I T Y K I D S C L U B is a non-discrimatory school
that is seeking a bid for catering service for a child care
center. If interested, please call 727-698-7391.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT RATE
$8.00 for 1-20 words and 50¢ for each additional word over 20.
This price is each time you publish your ad.
Must pay in full prior to run date. Deadline: Monday at 4:00 p.m.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Eckerd Community Alternatives
Executive Director Lorita Shirley Is Putting ‘Community’
Back Into Community-Based Care

LARGO – For the first time
since the privatization of child
welfare services from the state
to the community level, the
Lead Agency for CommunityBased Care in Circuit 6 has an
African American leader at the
helm! Lorita Shirley, Executive
Director of Eckerd Community
Al t e r natives , oversee s the
largest community-based child
welfare system in the State of
Florida and is responsible for
the safety, well-being and permanency of more than 3,100
children each day in Pinellas
and Pasco counties.
Ms. Shirley has more than
20 years experience in the field
of child welfare and over 10
years in a leadership role. In
addition to ensuring effective
system administration, Ms.
Sh i rl e y ens ur es that the
co m munity is involved all
a sp e cts of the loca l c hild
welfare system of care. By
engaging an extensive network
of providers, stakeholders,
faith-based and civic organizati o n s and citizens, Ec ke rd
Community Alternatives has
not only improved quality
outcomes for children in the
local child welfare system, but
h a s als o w or ked to put
“community” back into
community-based care.
“We are committed to partnering with local organizations
and individuals on behalf of our
co m munity’s childre n and

families”, stated Lorita Shirley,
Executive Director for Eckerd
Community Alternatives.
“When we are doing this right,
we will be meeting with
families around their kitchen
tables to help them address their
needs – not around the judge’s
table. This speaks to the strong
focus that Eckerd has on frontend services designed to
strengthen and support families,
preventing them from entering
the child dependency system”.
What is Co mmu n i ty Based Care?
In 1995, the Florida
Legislature created a pilot
program to privatize child protection services and foster care
from the state to the community
level by contracting with
agencies in the community. It
was a slow and steady process
as the Department of Children
and Families had to ensure
every lead agency and
community was prepared to
take on the responsibility for
caring for this vulnerable and
fragile population. By 2005, the
state’s entire child welfare
system was privatized, and
today there are 20 lead agencies
throughout Florida who oversee
services for children and
families involved in the child
dependency system.
In July 1, 2008, Eckerd
Community Alternatives (ECA)
assumed the lead agency
contract for community-based

care in Pinellas and Pasco
counties when the Florida
Department of Children and
Families decided to rebid the
contract. As the largest
community-based child welfare
systems of care in the State of
Florida, and lead agency, ECA
subcontracts with four partner
agencies to perform case management, adoption and independent living services for
children ages birth to 23. In
addition, ECA performs the
function of recruiting, licensing
and retaining foster parents who
provide a temporary home for
children in the local foster care
system.
Revamping the Local
Child Welfare System
Under Ms. Shirley’s leadership, significant advances have
been made in all aspects of the
sy s t em o f care t o i n cl u d e
improved performance indicators, stakeholder and client
relations, communication, and
accountability. As a result of her
innovation and guidance, new
systems have been put into place
to address safe and timely perm an en cy fo r ch i l d ren i n
dependent care, and placement
stability for foster children has
significantly improved. Lengths
of stay have been reduced along
with an overall reduction in the
number of children in out-ofhome care. Cost savings
realized from these reductions
hav e b een rei n v es t ed i n t o

primary and secondary prevention efforts to help strengthen
families and reduce the unnecessary removal of children from
their biological parents. In
addition, Eckerd has one of the
lowest family reunification
recidivism rates the State of
Florida. This means that once
children are safely reunified
with their parents, they rarely
return to the child welfare
system. For children whose
parental rights have been terminated by the courts, Eckerd has
been able to reduce the time it
takes for these children to be
adopted, and overall adoption
rates have increased. In fact, a
record-breaking number of
children were adopted from the
foster care system last year – a
total of 321 children – and the
state outcome measure for
adoptions was exceeded again
this fiscal year!
Help Us Help More Kids
“Now more than ever, we
need the community’s support
to help us help more kids,” said
Shirley. “We have a dire need
for foster parents, especially
African-American families. It is
traumatic enough when children
are removed from their parents
due to abuse or neglect. If we
can keep them with families that
live in their communities and
understand their heritage, there
is less disruption – and less
trauma – to the child.”
“We also have a need for

Lorita Shirley

families to adopt our foster
children in need of permanent
homes, and we always have a
need for volunteers and
donations,” said Shirley.
For more information about
fostering, adopting or volunteering, contact 1-866-2330790.
About Eckerd:
Eckerd Community
Alternatives is operated by
Eckerd Youth Alternatives, a

not-for-profit organization
founded in 1968 by Jack and
Ruth Eckerd and headquartered
in Clearwater. A national leader
in helping youth succeed,
Eckerd Youth Alternatives
serves more than 12,000
ch i l d r e n a n d a d o l e s c e n t s
annually and operates about 40
child welfare and behavioral
health programs nationwide.

F UNERAL ANNOUNCEMENT
Mrs. Margaret Olivia King
January 21, 1910 - September 27, 2010
WAKE:
Friday, October 1, 2010,
7-8 p.m.
SERVICE:
Saturday, October 2, 2010
2:00 p.m.
St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
1301 37th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL

C
OMPANION PLANS
Affordable Final Expense Life Insurance
LOSING A LOVED ONE CAN MEAN
MORE THAN JUST EMOTIONAL BURDENS
At the time of your death, how will your loved ones
pay for your final expenses and financial obligations?
COMPANION PLANS GUARANTEE:
• Your premium will never increase regardless of
your age or health.
• Your face amount will never decrease regardless
of your age or health.
• Your policy cannot be cancelled because of your age
or health as long as premiums are paid currently.
• Your policy will build cash values should you need
a loan for any reason.
• Life insurance death benefits are paid tax-free to the
beneficiary.

Speak with
JAMES REED
at Senior Life
Services Today!

CALL
813-405-5520
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COMMUNITY NEWS

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”

Source: Wikipedia Free Library

Nathaniel Clifton

Nathaniel “Sweetwater”
Clifton (Oct. 13, 1922) was an
American multi-sport athlete
best known as the first AfricanAmerican to sign a contract to
play in the National Basketball
Association.
Born in Little Rock, AK
(a c c or ding to the Social
Security Administration death
records, he was born Clifton
Nathaniel), Clifton was given
the “Sweetwater” nickname as
a boy because of his love of
soft drinks. His family moved
t o C h icago, I L, whe re he
became an outstanding basketball and baseball player at
DuSable High School, graduating in 1942. He attended
Xavier University of Louisiana
and then served with the
United States Army for three
years, fighting for his country
in Europe during World War II.
After the war, Sweetwater
Clifton joined the New York
Rens, an all-black professional
basketball team that toured
throughout the United States.
Noted for his large hands,
which required size 14 gloves,
he was invited to join the
Harlem Globetrotters with
which he would play from the
summer of 1948 to the spring

of 1950. S til l a t al en t ed
baseball first baseman, during
the basketball off-season in
1949 Clifton played for the
Chicago American Giants in
Negro League baseball. By
1950, his performance with the
Globetrotters, in particular his
exceptional ball handling
ability, led to his becoming the
first African-American player
to sign a contract with an NBA
team.
Already 27 when he made
his debut as a member of the
New York Knicks, in his first
season Clifton helped lead the
team to its first-ever appearance in the NBA finals. During
his eight seasons in the NBA,
Clifton averaged 10 points and
nine rebounds per game. He
was named to the 1957 NBA
All-Star team, scoring eight
points in 23 minutes in the
game. At age 34, he became
the oldest player in NBA
history to be named an AllStar.
In 1957, Clifton was part
of a multi-player trade
between the Knicks and the
Detroit Pistons, but after one
season in Detroit he retired
from baske tb al l . In t h e
summer of 1958, he joined the
Detroit Clowns baseball team
in the Negro Leagues, along
with his former Harlem
Globetrotters teammate Reece
“Goose” Tatum.
In 1961, he was coaxed out
of retirement by the Chicago
Majors of the fledgling
American Basketball League.
After the league folded at the

Nathaniel Clifton

end of 1962, the 40-year-old
Clifton retired for good.
Clifton’s contributions to
his community during his
sporting career and after his
playing days have been recognized by the Associated Black
Charities of New York City.
They have honored him by
nam i n g o n e o f t h e B l ack
History Maker Awards the
“Nat h an i el ‘S weet wat er ’
Clifton Award.” In 2005, the
New York Knicks basketball
team re-named their monthly
City Spirit Award in his honor.
The Sweetwater Clifton City
Spirit Award is given to a
member of the community
who goes above and beyond
his or her normal duties to
make the lives of others in the
tri-state area better.
On his passing on Aug. 31,
1990, Sweetwater Clifton was
i n t erred i n t h e R es t v al e
C em et ery i n t h e C h i cag o
suburb of Alsip.

Send Notices Or Information About
Future Community Events To editor@theweeklychallenger.com

48 19 10
588
104
379

CA$H 3
DOG DAYS
6-1 5-7
2-6 3-8
1-4 7-2

W STEVE

St. Petersburg Teenager
Making His Mark In Music!

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

PICK OF THE WEEK!

OUT & ABOUT

PRAISE 1590 AM WRXB

ALL GOSPEL, ALL THE TIME
Lock your dials to 1590 AM for Anointed Music 24/7…
For your listening pleasure, you can expect to hear a
wide selection of good Gospel music from quartets to
choirs, contemporary and inspirational.

LISTEN UP DAILY TO WRXB 1590 ANOINTED MUSIC

For Marketing and Promotions

Contact Donza Drummond

at (727) 865-1591
Email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com

Request Line (727) 864-1600
Office (727) 865-WRXB (1591)

3551 42nd Avenue South, Suite B-106
St. petersburg, FL 33713

Solo & Ensemble
Music is an art
Fe s t i v a l a n d Tw o
that appeals to all
Superior Ratings at
races, genders, creeds
State level Solo &
and crosses all
Ensemble Festival.
barriers. Instruments
R e c e n t l y, J a r r e d
certainly enhance and
played at the 20,000
make the wonderful
at t e n d e e S h r i n e r s
music melting pot
Convention held at the
what it is. Many are
Tampa C o n v e n t i o n
familiar with
C e n t e r. Earlier this
renowned saxophonyear, Jarred entered
ist such as Kenny G,
the new artist
Branford Marsalis,
showcase for the Dr.
an d e v e n f o r m e r
Dorinda Clark
President Bill Clinton.
C o l e ’s R e g i o n a l
The bay area will
Health Fair and
soon be adding
Singers and Musicians
the name Jarred
Conference held in St.
Armstrong to this
Petersburg. Dr. Cole
prestigious list.
is a member of the
Jarred Armstrong
G r a m m y Aw a r d
is a 17-years-old
winning Clark Sisters.
young and energetic
Jarred won 1st place
mu s i c a l s e n s a t i o n
Dr. Dorinda Clark Cole and Jarred in
and a trip to the
from St. Petersburg,
Detroit Michigan at National Singers
national conference in
FL. Jarred has been
and Musicians’ Conference
Detroit, MI. This past
wowing audiences
from a young age. His primary instrument is weekend Jarred performed in Detroit Michigan
the saxophone, in addition, he has mastered for the Clark Sisters, Rodney Jerkins, (who
various other musical instruments. He started produces and writes for Beyonce), Troy Sneed
playing piano at age 8, then eventually picked recording artist, Owner/CEO Emtro Gospel, sucup a saxophone at the age of 11. Jarred enjoys cessful producer Asap Ward, and many other
playing all genres of music. Jarred is Head gospel celebrities.
Jarred is actively involved in the music
Musician at the Lord’s House Church for over
four years (B-3 Hammond Organ). He was 1st program at St. Petersburg Boys and Girls Club.
place winner of the GBM 2010 Idol and 1st He is truly a talent beyond his years and has
place winner of the 2009 Bay-to-Bay Area been compared to many music veterans. Jarred
Idol. Jarred is a member of the nationally rec- believes music elevates the soul to an extent
ognized Ruth Eckerd Hall/Clearwater Jazz not even the greatest eye can see, a whirlwind
Holiday Big Band (Alto Saxophone). Jarred of emotion and invention, full of freedom and
performs all around the country, recently creativity. Music is art, Music is life’.
Look for his website www.JarredArmstrong.com
sharing the stage with The Wide A Woke Band,
Mike MacArthur, Nate Najar, Shawty and and debut album coming soon. With so many
countless others. He has performed for Ted issues plaguing our youth, Jarred Armstrong is
“Wizard” Mills, The Clark Sisters, Marcus hope that all of our young men are not in
prison, on drugs, or high school drop outs. We
Roberts and many others.
Jarred is this year’s opening act for the 2010 should seize every opportunity to encourage,
Clearwater Jazz Festival in Clearwater, FL per- support, and reward our young people especialforming Oct. 14 at 5 p.m. and then again on ly those who are doing something positive.
Sunday with the Ruth Eckerd Hall/Clearwater Bay area let’s continue to put our arms around
Jazz This pass summer, he was selected to play Jarred Armstrong. He is going somewhere and
the National Anthem at the Tampa Bay Rays making quite an impressive journey for
himself. Not only is he making his parents
game on Armed Forces day.
Jarred currently attends Boca Ciega High proud, he is making St. Petersburg and the bay
School where he is first chair Alto Saxophonist area proud. We salute this young man and look
in all bands and leads the Jazz Combo in which forward to his name being added among the
he also plays piano. He is the director of the Boca great musicians of our times. Thank you for
Ciega gospel choir and praise team. He has reading, and I hope you have enjoyed your
received Five Superior Ratings at District level time OUT AND ABOUT W/Steve.

Let your event be one that’s creative, unforgettable
and that would make your mama proud! Making Mama
Proud a subsidiary of OMJ Planning and Consulting is
committed to making special moments come alive!
Allow Making Mama Proud to lend you that personal
finesse, expertise, and excellence in planning your
event. Spearheaded by President and CEO, Steve
Marshall, OMJ Planning and Consulting was established in honor of his late mother’s memory, Ola Mae
Jenkins, who served as his greatest inspiration.
Total Event Planning & Management
• Corporate or Religious Functions
• Civic, Government and Community Functions
• Parties, Festivals, Conferences, Seminars
Promotional and Production
• Artist Booking
• Artist Management and Contract Negotiation

Steve Marshall
President and CEO
Corporate Training and
Motivational Speaking
• Management and Leadership
• Diversity and Ethics
• Career Development
• Professional Development
• Dealing with Angry Parents

Phone: 727-244-8119 • Fax: 866-390-1262 • Email: manonrise66@yahoo.com
SBE/MBE Certified Hillsborough County School District • MBE Certified OSD State of Florida
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Batch Leads Steelers Past Buccaneers 38-13

Charlie Batch

BY FRED GOODALL

TAMPA (AP) - Charlie Batch
doesn't pretend to be a savior.
His job is to help Pittsburgh
continue winning while Ben
Roethlisberger is on suspension,
and the 35-year-old quarterback
just wants to do his part.
“These opportunities don't
come often right now,” the 13-year
veteran said Sunday after making
his first start in nearly three years
and helping the Steelers remain
unbeaten with a 38-13 rout of the
Tampa Bay Buccaneers.
“Everybody knows Ben's the
starter,” Batch said. “One thing I
didn't want to do was be that weak
link, to go out there and not be able
to provide a spark or put this team
in the end zone.”
Batch threw for 186 yards and
two long touchdowns to Mike
Wallace, Rashard Mendenhall
rushed for 143 yards and one
score, and Pittsburgh's defense
delivered another strong performance with Brett Keisel returning an
interception 79 yards for a fourthquarter TD.

The Steelers improved to 3-0
for the first time since 2007,
despite
playing
without
Roethlisberger, who's serving a
four-game
suspension
for
violating the NFL's personal
conduct policy.
Dennis Dixon started the
previous two games, but was lost
to a knee injury last week. That
opened the door for Batch.
“This is where we expected to
be at this point,” said Batch. “I
know a lot of people on the outside
did not believe that. But for us,
we're just taking it one game at a
time.”
Wallace scored on catches of
46 and 41 yards during a stretch
where Pittsburgh, which did little
offensively the first two weeks of
the season, scored on four straight
possessions to build a 28-6
halftime lead.
Tampa Bay's Aqib Talib intercepted Batch's first pass of the day
to set up a 40-yard field goal, but
Bucs fans seemingly lost in the sea
of gold-clad Steeler supporters
who gave Raymond James
Stadium the look and feel of Heinz
Field had little to cheer about the
rest of the way.
Josh Freeman led one long
drive for Tampa Bay (2-1),
however the nearly nine-minute
drive only produced a secondquarter field goal. The Buccaneers
finished with 303 yards total
offense, but couldn't get into the
end zone until backup quarterback
got them there in the closing
minutes.

“Field goals don't win games
in this league,” said Freeman.
“We played a heavyweight,”
said Bucs coach Raheem Morris.
“They were more physical, more
aggressive and more opportunistic.”
Batch victimized rookie Cody
Grimm, starting in place of
suspended safety Tanard Jackson,
on his first TD pass to Wallace.
Wallace, who had three catches for
100 yards, hauled in a pass that
Talib tipped in the right corner of
the end zone for his second score.
The Steelers' rejuvenated
running game did its part, too,
with Mendenhall averaging 7.5
yards per carry and doing most of
his damage in the second half. The
defense sacked Freeman three
times and added two more
turnovers to the NFL-leading eight
it took into the game.
Pittsburgh coach Mike Tomlin
said the Steelers expect to find a
way to be successful.
“The standard is winning,”
said Tomlin. “The 11 of the field
represent us. They're capable, and
they embrace it.”
Freeman completed 20 of 31
passes for 184 yards and one interception before being removed with
the Steelers up by 32 points in the
fourth quarter. Backup Josh
Johnson led a late scoring drive,
with rookie LeGarrette Blount
covering the final yard on fourthand-goal.
It was only the second
touchdown the Pittsburgh defense
has allowed this season.

UP NEXT FOR THE BUCS:

“That was a good team, and I
think we learned a lot from it,”
said Freeman. “They dominated us
on the scoreboard, but at the same
time I feel like our team's
mentality walking away is that we
could've played with those guys.”
Pittsburgh threw a league-low
43 passes in its first two games,
beating Atlanta and Tennessee
primarily by running the ball and
playing ballhawking defense. The
Steelers forced seven turnovers
against the Titans and limited
Chris Johnson to 34 yards rushing
on 16 attempts, ending his streak
of 12 consecutive 100-yard games.
Batch mixed the pass with the
run to keep the Bucs on their heels,
even reverting to the early days on
his 13-year career when he
scrambled up the middle for 24
yards on third-and-6 to prolong a
67-yard drive that Mendenhall
capped with his 3-yard TD run for
a 14-6 lead.
Batch completed 11 of his first
14 passes, with two of the incompletions coming on a drop and a
spike to stop the clock before
throwing a 9-yard TD pass to
Hines Ward just before halftime.
The Steelers, who had 201 yards
rushing, only threw three times in
the second half.
“He played like a veteran. ...
He didn't blink,” said Tomlin.
“He's been a consummate professional and team player, and good
things usually happen for those
kind of people.”

The Bucs (2-1) have a Bye this week.

BY JOHN ZENOR

Justin Trattou

TUSCALOOSA, Ala. (AP)
This Florida-Alabama game is not
all or nothing, title shot or title
shutout.
None of the possibilities or
dreams really go away if the topranked Crimson Tide or seventhranked Gators lose Saturday in the
rematch from the last two
Southeastern Conference championship games. Just a midseason
setback, especially since they don't
even play in the same division.
Ah, who are we kidding? This
is a rivalry game not because of
long history but because of the
recent variety. It matches the
SEC's two dominant teams over
the last few years, so does it really
matter if the calendar is just
creeping into October?
“It's definitely one of the most
anticipated games of my career,”
said Florida defensive end Justin
Trattou on Monday. “It's definitely
one of the most anticipated games
in the country. I'm real excited to
get into it.”
Still, the loser won't be left in
tears this time, unlike the
December meetings. Florida won
the SEC in 2008 and Alabama won
it last season. Both went on to win

for a national championship. The
Gators have done it twice under
Meyer. This is a league with five
teams ranked in the top 15, after
all.
And the loser would still
control its own destiny in the race
to Atlanta's league title game.
It's the fifth rematch of an SEC
championship game in the subsequent regular season. The first four
have been splits.
Alabama and Florida also
played twice in 1999. The Tide
beat the Gators both times, 40-39
in overtime during the regular
season and 34-7 in the title game.
But Florida has won two of the
last four national titles and
Alabama one. Maybe this one's
about playing catch-up and/or sustaining supremacy.
“They probably have a record
of dominance more than any other
team in the league over what
they've done the last few
years,”Alabama coach Nick Saban
said.
Alabama has won 28 consecutive regular season games, Florida
24.
“I definitely don't want to
lose,” said Tide safety Robert
Lester, “don't want to experience
it.”
In the SEC title games, Florida
dominated the fourth quarter in
2008 for a 31-20 win. Last season,
Alabama rolled 32-13.
Meyer and the Gators watched
film from that game Monday
morning. What he couldn't review
was the “rock-star” atmosphere
that surrounded the team outside
the cloistered practices.
“We would walk out to
practice and it would take us a
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What's This? Florida-Alabama In October?
the national championship.
“Ever since that game, it's
unexplainable. I wanted it back so
bad,” said Florida linebacker
Brandon Hicks of last December's
meeting. “That game hurt so bad
because we felt we were good
enough, we had the team to win.
But we didn't execute everything
that we were supposed to and we
took it on ourselves that our preparation wasn't right.”
Added center Mike Pouncey:
“Any loss hurts, but when you lose
for a championship, it's more devastating.”
This time there could very
well be Florida-Alabama II in a
couple of months at the Georgia
Dome.
“I just remember the year they
beat us,” said Tide tailback Mark
Ingram. “All we could think about
for an entire year was getting back
to that game and playing them
again. I'm sure they have the same
type of attitude since we beat
them. They don't have to wait until
the SEC championship. We have
them halfway through the season.
It's going to be a real intense
game.”
Gators coach Urban Meyer
said his staff even discussed
having a week in training camp
devoted to Alabama “until I
looked on the film and I saw how
poor we were. To start worrying
about Alabama, we better just
figure out a way to catch the ball,
put it away and not fumble.”
Both teams are 4-0. Florida
has played two league games and
Alabama one, last weekend at No.
15 Arkansas.
Recent history suggests a oneloss SEC champion can still play

The Weekly Challenger

half-hour to get to practice and a
half-hour back because we were
signing and because of this and we
would go on the road and it would
be a Ringling Bros. three-ring
circus,” said Meyer. “If it distracts
a 46-year-old guy, I'd imagine it
distracts 20-, 18-, 19-year-olds. I
know it did. It was just rock-star
status. It happens when you have
success. We learned a lot of
lessons; I learned a lot of lessons.
“I'm not sure the answers, but I
hope it happens again. It means
you're pretty good.”
This game hardly has the
history of Alabama-Auburn or
Florida-Tennessee. This is the 36th
meeting, but seven of those have
come in the SEC championship
game.
“You have to get up for them,”
said Gators quarterback John
Brantley. “You always want to
prepare much harder, much better
for rivals and that's what you have
to do against Alabama, so I definitely consider them becoming a
rival.”
Saban isn't veering from his
normal approach before a game,
any game. It's Alabama's second
straight top-10 clash after all,
following a 24-20 survival game at
Arkansas.
“We want to get ready to play
our best football every game that
we play,” said Saban. “It's a
standard that we want to play to
here. It doesn't really matter the
numbers on the back of the jerseys
change and the numbers change,
but the standard never does. That's
a very challenging thing to get
from a consistency standpoint but
it's certainly what we want for our
team.”
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STATE AND NATIONAL NEWS
October 4 Is Deadline To
Register For General Election

Pinellas County Supervisor
of Elections Deborah Clark is
announcing upcoming voter registration events and reminding
residents that Monday, Oct. 4 is
the voter registration deadline to
vote in the Nov. 2, 2010 General
Election.
Registration is required for
new voters by this deadline in
order to participate in the
election. Voters who are already
registered to vote do not need to
re-register.
You can register to vote or
update your voter information at
any Supervisor of Elections
office, public library, driver
license office or government
office handling social services.
All Supervisor of Elections
offices will be open Saturday,
Oct. 2, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Some public libraries have
evening and weekend hours.

DREAM

continued from front page

new jobs and financial security
for the middle class; only then
can the economy grow. We
have seen the impact of a topheavy economy, reliant on
prosperity trickling down to
the masses, and the result is a
nation where the top 1/10
percent of Americans hold 976
times more income than the
bottom 90% of our nation’s
families.
Good and fair jobs must be
the top priority, yet we face a
Congress where a fringe
minority rebuffs measures to
do just that. The Miller Bill –
legislation that would create
one million jobs – is stalled in
the House. Anything that could
help, whether it was the
extension of unemployment
benefits during the July 4th
holiday or efforts to prevent
the firing of thousands of
teachers nationwide are met
with a chorus of “NO”.
Simultaneously, far-right
extremists have found their
way back into the national
dialogue, helping drive a
regressive agenda. From the
Voting Rights Act, to the Civil
Rights Act, to the 14th
Amendment; the very pillars of
democracy are under attack.
Now is the time to get
everyone off the benches and
back onto the field.
We must be bold and

Clark’s office has also
scheduled voter registration
events and demonstrations of the
optical scan voting system. You
can register to vote, update your
address, name, party or
signature, and request mail
ballots at any of the following
events:
Oct. 2 – Voter Registration
and
Voting
System
Demonstration, Seminole Indoor
Fresh Market, Seminole Mall,
11201 Park Blvd., Seminole, 9
a.m. – 3 p.m.
Oct. 2 – Voter Registration
and Education, Good Old
Fashioned Picnic, Sand Key
Park, Pavilion #2, Clearwater, 11
a.m. – Noon
October 3 – Register at Your
House of Worship and Voting
System Demonstration, First
Baptist Church of Indian Rocks,
12685 Ulmerton Rd., Largo,

8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Citizens who are registered
anywhere in Florida and now
reside in Pinellas County can
make name, address or signature
updates through Election Day.
However, voters are encouraged
to update their voter information
prior to Election Day to avoid
delays. Address changes within
the county may be made by
phone. Other updates may be
made by completing and signing
a Voter Registration Application
with the changes noted.
To request a ballot by mail or
for more information, call (727)
464-6788
or
log
onto
www.votepinellas.com. For an
updated voter registration event
list, visit www.votepinellas.com
and click on News and
Events/Voter Education &
Registration Events.

aggressive in turning this
situation around. We cannot
remain quiet in the face of such
clear and imminent danger.
Tradition teaches us to run and
not get weary, walk and not
faint. We have made real
progress and great strides, but
we must press forward because
our work is not simply for us,
rather for future generations to
come.
As humans, we possess the
ability to imagine the future
and its possibilities, to look
forward with anticipation for a
new tomorrow. But we cannot
achieve that new day without
putting boots on the ground
and seeing to fruition the
change that millions voted for
in 2008. We have to say “no”
to a country divided and “yes”
to a country united.
On October 2nd, we will
stand together as One Nation
Working Together, a broad
multi-racial
coalition
of
advocates and activists. We
will come together in the name
of putting our nation back to
work, educating each other and
our children, ensuring justice
for all Americans.
Critically important to
putting the nation back to work
and bolstering our economic
outlook is a commitment to
ensuring that every child has
access to a good school and a
quality education. Until our
children are given an opportunity to get the best education

available, we will never be
able to compete in the new
global economy, where far too
many of our corporations are
leaving our shores and relocating to get both cheap and
skilled labor.
Far too many schools
throughout our nation are
failing our children. In North
Carolina, the state is adopting
measures to re-segregate
schools, returning to the era of
separate and unequal. The
state’s anti-diversity caucus
has dismantled a nationally
recognized
socio-diversity
student achievement policy,
which will re-segregate bodies,
budgets, and the basic building
blocks of a quality education.
We are the people who will
decide whether our country
stays in this valley of joblessness, foreclosures and despair,
or fuel the hope and determination of the One Nation
campaign, rise toward the
mountaintop, and breathe new
life into the great American
dream.
Our voices cannot be
consigned to a whisper nor can
we stand passively on the
sidelines, waiting invisibly for
change. Join us in Washington,
D.C. on 10-2-10 as we harness
our multiracial majority and
make our narrative of hope and
unity a renewed battle cry for
change.

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR

ADVERTISERS

FAMU College Of Law
Unveils Portrait Of Founding
Dean Percy Luney
ORLANDO – The Florida
A&M University (FAMU)
College of Law updated its
historic gallery with a portrait
of Percy R. Luney, Jr. founding
dean of the re-established
College of Law.
Luney served as professor
and dean of the FAMU College
of Law from 2000 to 2005,
when the college was housed in
its temporary facility at One
North Orange Avenue. He was
instrumental in securing provisional accreditation from the
American Bar Association,
al l o w i n g s t u d e n t s o f t h e
inaugural 2005 class to sit for
the Florida Bar.
“Percy Luney was a trailblazer for legal education, the
FAMU College of Law and the
Or l a n d o c o m m u n i t y, ” s a i d
LeRoy Pernell, current dean of
FAMU College of Law. “We
are honored to have his portrait
greet students and visitors of
the law school.”
The Luney portrait was
presented to the former dean
and his wife, Beverly Marshall
Luney, during a dinner earlier
this year. Nine graduates of the
cla s s e s o f 2 0 0 5 a n d 2 0 0 6
donated funds to commission
the portrait and dedicate it to
him during the surprise tribute
event. The portrait, along with

Dean Leroy Pernell (far left) with Beverly Marshall Luney
and Percy Luney, Jr., founding dean, at the unveiling
of the Percy R. Luney, Jr. portrait. The portrait is
located in the Atrium of the law school.

a plaque listing the names of
the alumni contributors, was
unveiled during a reception in
the College of Law Atrium
(w h e r e i t i s n o w located)
this s u m m e r. A replica was
also given to Luney.
College of Law alumni who
contributed funds to procure
the Percy R. Luney, Jr. portrait
were Tia Gibbs (‘05); Charles
M. Holloman, II ('05); E. Juan
Lynum ('05); Jarian Narada
Lyons ('06); Trinetta Fisher
Lyons ('05); Darnelle P. Toth
('05); Terrie L. Tressler ('05);
Ka'Juel Washington ('05); and
Carlos L. Woody ('05).
The FAMU College of Law
was founded in 1949 on the

main campus in Tallahassee.
After graduating 57 lawyers,
the law school was closed by
the state of Florida in 1968.
The Florida Legislature voted
to reopen the law school in
2000 and Orlando was selected
as the location. The re-established FAMU College of Law
opened its doors in 2002 and is
now housed in a state-of-theart facility in downtown
Orlando’s Parramore neighborhood. The FAMU College of
Law received full accreditation
from the American Bar
Association in July 2009, and
is ranked number one in the
nation for Diversity by U.S.
News & World Report.
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First Baptist Institutional Church

955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org
Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

912 3rd Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
727-822-2089

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.

Sunday Church School -------------9:10 a.m.

Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service --------------------11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

WMS "The Gathering----1st Thurs. each month 11:45 a.m.

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

"Come for an uplifting spiritual experience
at historic Bethel AME,
the oldest African-American Church in St. Pete."

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

REV. RONALD E. WILLIAMS, SR.,
PASTOR

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

If you are brokenhearted in spirit, unable to forgive, dealing with issues
of love, anger, deception, betrayal, lied and cheated, and kicked to the curb.

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Tune into this Radio Ministry weekly for breakthru..

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

Princess Denise Wright
Radio Host /
TV Personality

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

10th Street Church Of God

United for Christ

Freewill Baptist Church

(727) 898-9407

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

Come on and Go with Me, Come on Over to God’s Place!

STEWART ISOM MEMORIAL CME CHURCH
“WHERE GOD IS SIMPLY INCREDIBLE!”
1820 Walton St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone (727} 327-0593
The Church in Worship
Sunday Worship Experience Sunday Mornings @ 11 a.m.
KINGDOM KIDS’ Children’s Church
First through Third Sunday Mornings at 11 a.m.
The Church in Study
Sunday School (for All Ages) Sunday Mornings at 9:30 a.m.
Thursday Night Triumph (Prayer, Praise & Power)
Thursday Evenings at 6:45 p.m.

Come Expecting to be BLESSED!

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

Thursday Nights: 9:15 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. (EST)
Universal Christian Radio; www.universalchristianradio.com
Saturdays: 9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. (EST)
WXYB (1520 AM Local Radio) • www.wpso.com (Click WXYB live radio)
Sunday Radio Broadcasts
WFAM ( Augusta , GA ) 11:15 a.m.; WIJD ( Mobile , AL )
6:30 p.m. ( Tupelo , MS ) 7:30 p.m.; WLMR ( Chattanooga , TN ) 12:15 p.m.

Email: princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com • 727-289-2475
www.mattersoftheheartministry.org

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

727-258-4993
Wednesday Night Bible Study ......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service .............................11:00 a.m.

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

Friendship

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

vSunday..............7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.
Monday Morning Meditation WRXB ......6:45 a.m.
Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday ..........................7 p.m. Youth Enrichment

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006
B ro. R ober t Sm ith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

SERVICES

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

PLACE YOUR
CHURCH DIRECTORY
AD HERE!!
CALL 727-896-2922

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

OF

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

By The Word of Faith Church Inc.
558 28th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-328-0788 • Fax: 727-328-8460

Service Times and Schedules

EVERY 4th SUNDAY COME AND
RECEIVE A FREE BAG OF FOOD

Bishop Willie C. Sands
Evangelist Patricia Sands

THE ROCK
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Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m. Empowerment Service
3rd and 4th Sunday 9:00 a.m. New Members Class
Sunday Morning 9:00 Sunday School
Sunday Morning Service 10:00
Nursery Available and Children Ministry!!!

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

CHURCH NEWS
Bethel Community Baptist Church

The South St. Petersburg
community has been participating in the ‘Get MO-V-I-NG’
campaign and has been
traveling with Bethel
Community Baptist Church as
we chart our exercise mileage
collectively, with the goal of

traveling the distance from
Tampa Bay to Jerusalem.
Grand Finale Celebration,
Wednesday, Oct. 6, 6:30 p.m. at
Bethel Community Baptist
Church, 2901 54th Ave. S., St.
Petersburg.
IT IS NOT TOO LATE TO

HAVE YOUR MILES COUNT
… LET’S SHOW ST. PETE
WHAT A COMMUNITY CAN
ACCOMPLISH!!
Email Ruby Hope at
rubyh2001@yahoo.com or call
727-433-2686.

10th Street Church of God

On Sunday, Oct. 3, the
officers and members of the 10th
Street Church of God will show
their appreciation to Pastor
Ronald Bell and the first family.
Pastor Bell has been the shepherd
of this congregation for last 10
years. Prior to his calling to 10th
Street COG Pastor Bell was
under the tutelage of Rev.
Thomas Scott, senior pastor of
the 34th St. COG in Tampa and
president of the Florida State
Association of the Church of
God.
Pastor Bell is an anointed
man of God. He is a dynamic
preacher and teacher and is inno-

vative in his ability to minister to
people of all ages.
We invite the community to
share in this joyous occasion by
supporting us in the following
services:
On Sunday, Oct. 3, 4:00 p.m.
our celebration service will kick
off with the dynamic youth of
10th St. COG in charge of the
service.
Our celebration services are
as follow:
Wednesday, Oct. 6, 7:30 p.m.
Pastor Peak, Mt. Calvary MBC.
Sunday, Oct. 10, 4:00 p.m.
Pastor Ellis Hodge, Word of Life.
Wednesday, Oct. 13, 7:30

p.m. Pastor Charles Jenkins,
Fellowship Baptist Church,
Chicago, IL.
Saturday, Oct. 16, 4:00 p.m.
First Lady’s Evening a time set
aside to celebrate our first lady,
Sis. Carlotta Bell.
Sunday, Oct. 17, 11:00 a.m.
service will host Pastor Biggers,
senior pastor Community Church
of God, Macon, GA.
Culminating the celebration on
Sunday evening will be Rev.
Thomas Scott and congregation.
We extend our love to all who
can and will come out to fellowship with us during this time of
celebration.

Rev. Dr. Frederick D. Terry Retires From
Keystone Presbyterian Church

Rev. Dr. Frederick D. Terry
retires from Keystone
Presbyterian Church, September
1, after 2 successful years. Dr.
Terry is the first AfricanAmerican to pastor this predominately white congregation in its
history. During his pastorate, Dr.
Terry initiated several successful
and innovative programs as
Youth Sunday, Monthly Bowling
Outing, Adult Sunday School
Classes and a very successful
eight week class on 'Coping with
Grief, Death and Dying.' During
the pastor's last Sunday, the congregation expressed its appreciation by having an elaborate
luncheon reception and presented
him and his wife with many gifts
and tokens of appreciation. The
minister has a long history of successful pastorates. Dr. Gerry
Tyer, Executive Presbyter,
presented him a certificate of
appreciation and dedication for
" O u t standing Leadership
Devotion and Commitment as a
fa i t h f ul pr es byter in the
Presbytery of Tampa Bay."
Elder Carol Odachowshi read

a moving statement citing the
contributions of Dr. Terry as
servant leadership. She also
indicated the minister's faithfulness in visiting hospitals, sitting
with families during surgery and
demonstrating countless ways by
"words, actions and Christian
principles dear to the congregation."
Dr. Terry is a native of
Ellerbe, NC where he received
his early education and
continued his studies at Shaw
University with the AB and
M.Div degree. He also
completed Command General
Staff College with the United
States Army at Ft. Levenworth,
TX. He graduated from the U.S.
Chaplain School and holds additional certificates in Clinical
Pastoral Education from Boman
Gray School of Medicine and
Baptist Hospital, attended
Oberlin Graduate School of
Theology working toward STM
degree in addition to
Management by Objectives from
Boston University. He is
certified by the Association of

Mental Health Clergy and listed
in 'Who's Who in Religion by
M arq u i s Wh o 's Wh o , In c.
Chicago, IL. Even though Dr.
Terry will be retired, he will
remain active in many civic and
religious organizations. Dr. Terry
has received numerous citations
and awards from the US Army
and Commander's citation for
outstanding leadership. Dr. Terry
has served as Chief of Chaplains
at two major medical centers. He
retired from US Army reserves
with the rank of Colonel and recommended by two Generals for
the rank of Brigidare General.
He is the author of a book
e n t i t l e d " T h ro u g h T h e
Storms," wrote papers for
Veterans Affairs on aging and an
article for St. Petersburg Times
on issues facing America for the
presidential election.
Dr. Terry is married to
Maxine Griffin, is the father of
three children and has five
grandchildren. Dr. and Mrs.
Terry will continue to make their
home in St. Petersburg.

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church

“Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach the
lost with the gospel of Jesus
Christ.”
When the Saints Go to
Worship: Make plans to attend
Mt. Zion’s Sanctuary Choir in a
free concert 5 p.m. Saturday,
Oct. 9, at Mt. Raymond Baptist
Church, 2410 4th Avenue,
Palmetto, FL. FMI: Contact
Min. Kevin Parrott at 727-8944311, ext. 275.
Music Performing Arts
Conservatory (MPAC)’s Fall

a n d Wi n t e r C l a s s e s : Ta k e
advantage of these free classes
beginning the week of Sept. 27:
Sc h o o l o f M u s i c ( P i a n o )
Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m.; School of
the Psalmist (Song Writing and
Worship) Thursdays, 6-7:15
p.m.; Choir Preparatory (Voice
& Music Theory) Sept. 30 at 67:15 p.m. All classes held in our
Youth Chapel, 921 20th Street
South, and are open to the
public. FMI: Contact Min.
Kevin Parrott at 727-894-4311,
ext. 275.

Need a mid-day “pick-meup?” Join us for our Mid-Day
B i b l e S t u d y We d n e s d a y s ,
Noon-12:30 p.m., in our main
sanctuary.
Be sure to tune in to WRXB,
Pr a i s e 1 5 9 0 A M , 7 : 3 0 a . m .
Saturday mornings to hear
Pastor Murphy share a Word
from the Lord.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church, 955
20th St. S. Phone 727-8944311. www.mzprogressive.org.

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church

The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish that
there would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their lives.
St. Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has as its
central theme, a belief that we are
a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering
f o r a n d thirsting after the
enlightened word of God. At St.
Mark, we are Christians willing
to work and partner in unity,
praising God for His awesome
gift, His son Jesus Christ.
September Calendar of
Events
Sept. 29-Oct 1 So. Florida
Progressive Baptist Association
3-day Revival, Lakeland, FL
Coming in the Month of
October
Oct. 4 South Florida

Progressive Scholarship tournament at Rogers Park
Oct. 5-9 South Florida
Progressive Association Annual
Session hosted by Greater New
Jerusalem, Lakeland, FL
Oct. 10 St. Mark’s 79th
Church Anniversary
Celebration Kick-off
Oct. 13-15 79th Anniversary
Week night worship services
Oct 16 Anniversary Cookout
at Dell Holmes Park (11:00 a.m.3:30 p.m.)
Oct
17
Anniversary
Celebration Finale Sunday
during 10:45 a.m. Service and at
4:00 p.m. Service
Oct. 24 Sunday School
Promotion Day
Oct. 27-30 Congress No. 2
hosted by First Baptist of Sun
City, FL
Also at St. Mark …
Sunday School is held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts each
Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m. All

are invited to come out and join
us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5:00 p.m.
Members and the general public
are invited to come out and study
the Bible with us and learn
“What Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every Monday
at 6:00 p.m. Children in the
community are welcomed to join
us.
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 7:00 p.m.-8:00
p.m. (Bible Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at
7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Thursday at
9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Thursday evening at
7:00 p.m.
St. Mark after School
Tutoring Ministry: starting soon.

United For Christ Freewill Baptist Church

United for Christ Freewill
Baptist Church, 4116 34th
Street South, St. Petersburg, is
in search of a musician. Those

who are interested, please
contact Pastor Tyrone Ford at
744-3589 or 258-4993 for
more information.

Living, teaching and
preaching the true gospel of
Jesus Christ, to save lost souls.
Come join in with us!

Church News due by 4:00 p.m.
on Monday of each week
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to the Florida House of in supporting an opposing the
DIALOGS
Representatives that included measure that would have undercontinued from front page

Bill 6 that would have hurt public
school teachers. Crist also
appointed James E.C. Perry, an
African-American,
to
the Florida Supreme Court. As
Governor, he was constantly
under fire from Republicans for
accepting nearly $800 million in
stimulus revenues from President
Barak Obama. Crist said, “I’m
going to do what’s right for you.
And I will not disrespect the
President under any circumstances. I’m running with hope
instead of hate.”
Carroll: “We will improve
economics, improve education
and social status.”
The Republican Lt. Governor
candidate made history again as
the first of her Party to appear
before the FABOM to make the
case for her ticket. Rep. Jennifer
Carroll was given the nod by controversial GOP Gubernatorial
hopeful Rick Scott who spent
over $50 million to capture the
nomination. Scott approached
and was turned down by several
white Republican women before
asking Carroll to join him. Carroll
is the lone Republican in the
Florida Black Caucus. The
Trinidad native reviewed her legislative record since being elected

Trespassing on a Domestic
Violence Center, Live the Dream
license plate, Black Male College
Explorers program funding,
Florida Civil Right Hall of Fame
and recertification of the Minority
Business Enterprise. Carroll
pledged, “Our team will move all
of us in a positive direction.”

Ellen Fredlin

Ellen Freidin: “Amendments
5 & 6 protect minority voters.”
Fair Districts leader Ellen
Freidin
briefed
FABOM
members on the effort to educate
and inform voters on the benefits
of passing Amendments 5 & 6.
The amendments are designed to
take the politics out of drawing
districts and are on the November
2 ballot. Republican lawmakers
and a few black legislators joined

mined 5 & 6. Three Florida courts
including the Florida Supreme
Court said the Republican
amendment would do nothing but
kill 5 & 6 and confuse voters.
The Florida State NAACP is
urging a yes vote on 5 & 6 and has
endorsed the campaign called
Fair Districts. Adora Obi Nweze ,
Florida NAACP President said. “
Our position is strongly in support
of amendments 5&6. The amendments will serve all Floridians
and people of color very well
because they reinforce the Voting
Rights Act and other federal safeguards. The passage of these constitutional amendments will result
in fair districts and equal representation for all Floridians regardless of race or national origin.”
One-point-seven-million
Floridians signed petitions to get
the amendments on the ballot.
Freidin said, “These are provisions that will protect the voting
rights of minority voters.”
FABOM was incorporated in
2006 and has met with the
Governor and Florida cabinet,
legislative leaders on numerous
occasions to urge political leaders
to address issues of interest to the
community. The organization
motto is “Only Sunshine Covers
Black Florida Better.”

WHY?
• Your ballot is sent
to your home
• You vote at your
convenience
• You mail your voted
ballot or take it to any
ballot drop site
• You join the 242,000
Pinellas voters already
signed up!

HOW?
• Visit: www.votepinellas.com
• Call: (727) 464-6788
• Email: absentee@votepinellas.com
(include date of birth)
Track your ballot online at
www.votepinellas.com or call (727) 464-6788
NOTE: All ballots must
be received by 7:00 p.m. Election Day
Deborah Clark
Pinellas County
Supervisor of
Elections
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